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Town of Ocean Ridge, Florida 
 

Town Commission Agenda Memorandum 
 

Office of the Town Manager 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Meeting Date: October 5, 2020 
Subject:   Town Manager’s Report 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Mayor & Commissioners: 
The Town Commission and Planning & Zoning Commission Joint Workshop has been set for 
Monday, October 19th at 5:00 p.m.  If you haven’t already done so, please reach out to Town 
Clerk Armstrong before October 9th to give her a list of items you would like to discuss at the 
joint workshop. 

In the month of September, Lieutenant Richard Jones had his six-year anniversary with the 
Town, and we thank him for his dedication to the Town of Ocean Ridge! 

In accordance with the Town Code, candidate qualifying dates for the upcoming March election 
will be December 7th through December 11th.  Candidate qualifying packages will be available for 
pickup in the Town Clerk’s office in late November for those who wish to run for Town 
Commissioner. 

As you know, there was a lot of flooding in town during the week of September 21st through 25th 
due to king tides. Properties all along the Southeast Florida coast experienced flooding that we 
have not seen in Ocean Ridge without a direct hit from a hurricane.  This was due to a trifecta:  
1. Hurricane Teddy created Northeast winds so severe that the Intracoastal Waterway (ICWW) 
could not flow out the Boynton Inlet to the Atlantic Ocean at the same rate that typically happens 
twice per day; 2. The tides were characterized as king tides.  King tides are the highest predicted 
tides that occur every spring and fall.  If a king tide is hampered by winds that impede water to 
flow normally out the Boynton Inlet, the ICWW king tide elevations may have increased to even 
higher water levels than the king tide itself; and 3. Storm events all week, particularly on 
Monday, September 21st, added to the amount of water that was already hindered or trapped by 
the king tides and the winds.  Irrigating lawns and vegetation in the streets also attributed to and 
exacerbated the flooding.  As you know, the Town is in the process of working on a vulnerability 
assessment with the Coastal Resilience Partnership and that should be completed in 2021.  That 
study will be the document that we will utilize to formally pursue FEMA grants or any other grant 
programs that would be applicable to mitigate nuisance flooding.  Now that we are in the fall 
season, our Public Works Department will keep a closer eye on maintaining the Town’s catch 
basins, keeping the streets clear, and notifying residents about the effects of King Tides. 

A bit of good news to share is that we received our grant funding for Hurricane Dorian in the 
amount of $80,637.83 this week.  This will help pad our fund balance for the end of the fiscal 
year, as these are unanticipated revenues. 

The Town Engineer has submitted our location plans for the Crown Colony crosswalk to the 
FDOT.  We are requesting a waiver from the lighting requirement as the crosswalk is anticipated 
to be used mainly during daylight hours.  We are now waiting to hear back from FDOT on 
whether or not they will approve the waiver.  If the crosswalk is approved, we will be responsible 
for trimming the vegetation in the right of way along A1A between Fayette and Sailfish to 
improve line of sight clearance for safety purposes, and the Town Engineer and Public Works 
Department will provide an estimated cost to the Town Commission for the crosswalk. 



I recently met with several members of the Boynton Beach Parks & Recreation Department 
including the new Interim Director to discuss their plans for parking meter kiosks, and to make 
sure they are aware of our dune protection and building permit regulations as they transition due 
to retirement of key personnel within their department.  You may already be aware that they will 
be removing the gate house and replacing it with parking meters.  This should alleviate the traffic 
overspill onto A1A during peak beach hours.  They will have 2 park rangers on-site monitoring 
the new program when it begins on October 1st to ensure a seamless transition. 

Palm Beach County extended the emergency order until October 22nd that mandates facial 
coverings be worn in all businesses and establishments, in all county and municipal buildings, on 
Palm Tran, and in any outdoor public places where social distancing cannot be accomplished.  
We ask that our residents and visitors continue to do your part in wearing a facial covering, 
maintaining proper social distancing, and washing hands frequently to help slow the spread of 
this deadly virus.  Emergency Orders and other information related to COVID-19 may be 
reviewed on the Town’s website at www.oceanridgeflorida.com.  We hope you all continue to 
remain safe and healthy! 
Respectfully, 

 
Tracey L. Stevens, MMC 
Town Manager & Finance Director 

http://www.oceanridgeflorida.com/
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